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 Food for Thought:   

Wanna Be My Friend? 

  
   Agree with each other.  Love each other.  Be deep spirited 
friends. Don’t push your way to the front; don’t sweet-talk 

your way to the top. Put yourself aside, and help others get ahead. 
                                     ~Philippians 2:2 

  
      The other day while putting together my morning devotional for my ‘guys,’,       
I got into a conversation with myself about whether these were really “friends” or 
just “church acquaintances.”  Though many people consider friend and 
acquaintance as two words that have the same meaning, I believe that there is a 
big difference between them. 
  
     Deep within the human heart is a primal desire for love and friendship that I 
think echoes the passion of God. We tend to think of friendship as being unique 
to the human spirit because it mirrors the heart-passion of God.  But according to 
zoological experts, it exists with most living creatures.  I believe that God actively 
seeks a friendship with us. We saw this in the description of His relationship with 
Adam as they walked and talked together in the garden "in the cool of the day." 

  
    A friendship is a close relationship between two people who share similar 
interests and values. We are social beings, and without others to share our lives, 
we would feel lonely. Like any other relationship, friendship needs to be nurtured 
or it will die. The love experienced and expressed between parents and children, 
brothers and sisters, or between a husband and wife, can be amongst the most 
beautiful of relationships when they are well-nourished and cultivated on a 
regular basis. 
  
     Though all of us have family, in-laws or out-laws that we could talk to, most of 
us rely on friends for fellowship, advice, comfort and inspiration. Great 
friendships are priceless. Good friends can lift your spirits, make you laugh, and 
remind you that you are loved. But psychologists say that we also need some 
deeper, truer friends. True Friends are those who treat you real and make you 
feel comfortable with yourself, so you don't need to act like something you're not.  
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 Your friends know your shortcomings and love you anyway. You are 
perhaps the "best version" of yourself when you're with your true friends. 
  
     True friendship, I have learned, is a gift from God.  Although friends will laugh 

with you, cry with you, and stand beside you., a true friend will confront you 

when you need to be told the delicate truth to help you grow and believe the 

best in you.  They are God’s treasures who enrich your life immeasurably.  
They are the ones who stay closer to you than a brother or sister. They are the 

ones that sit beside you on the roller coaster of life and never abandon you. A 

true friend will stand by you at the grave of your loved one. You can always 

recognize them by their presence – they are the ones that are always nearby, 
even when everyone else has left. 
  
     I feel the same way about my Christian Brothers who are walking beside 

me along God’s path.  I know that our friendships are not as perfect or as close 

as they might be.  And at times we will make mistakes, say some something 

that could hurt feelings or inflict emotional wounds, but I think they too are a 

gift from God.  I don’t think that we were meant to walk along this path by 

ourselves.  I regularly pray that our relationships will remain intact.  I believe 

that they will so long as there is genuine care for one another, honesty, 
forgiveness and healing.  
  
   The closeness of “good” or “true” friends or family did not happen by 

accident.  God instilled in us the desire to help those we care about.   If any 

of them were facing an adversity, we know that without a shadow of a doubt 

that we would move heaven and earth to be there and support them. We 

do this because we care about them.  This is also the calling of Christians.  
When a member of our Christian family faces a serious trial or situation, 
God calls us, the Saints of God, to lift them up and help because that’s 

what we were called to do in the New Testament when Jesus said "Ye 

are my friends". 
  
      But what about that closest friend of all? God!   Do you remember 

the day you met God and found a new friend? It was that one day when 

something different happened.  Something stopped you dead in your tracks 

and you realized everything you knew about Christian faith couldn’t fill a  
puddle of water on a sidewalk. It was that moment when your life took a 
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sharp turn from the mad pursuit of everything trivial and meaningless to a 

deep awareness of the presence of God. He was looking for you – like one 

person looking for his best friend in a crowd.   It may not have been a 

burning bush moment, but you know – you knew without question that 

He was right there next to you. 
  
      It was an abrupt turning point in your life and now you have this need 

to know more about him – you want to know him deeply. The friendship 

was beginning.  You wanted to know him with all your heart. You were ready to 

abandon everything just for the sheer joy of knowing him, for the pleasure 

of knowing him with utter honesty and truth. This God who has created all 
things, has called you by name, and now you have a hunger – a thirst – a 

burning desire to know Him. 
  
     It was a turning point in your life at which we can do nothing else but respond 

to Him who calls us by name. And you responded as Moses did, “Here I am.” 

Remember that moment? This is God of the universe, the God who created the 

stars and knows them each by name.  If you have ever experienced camping 

under the stars and looked up, the sky is just full of stars - and you know you 

cannot even begin to count them there are so many. All those countless stars, 
and all those galaxies!! Then it dawns on you that our universe is so huge, so 

unimaginably vast and huge.  You stand there underneath those stars – feeling 

so very, very small – and then!! God begins to whisper – speaks his living word – 

and he is speaking to you. 
  
     He knows you by name – knows you – somehow you realize he knows 

everything about you. Maybe you have read the gospels, how Jesus seems to 

know everything about everyone he meets – HE knows! 
  
     It is that moment in life from which you know you cannot hide. You cannot 

escape. It is a moment that is both terrifying and comforting – unsettling and 

reassuring both at the same time. It is terrifying because you realize you can no 

longer pretend. You know that it is useless to live with the illusion that somehow 

you might be able to impress God.  He knows every secret, every thought, every 

word you have spoken, and everything you have done.  You have that sudden 

awareness that it is no longer possible to hold the illusion of being worthy of 
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God’s attention or affection. 
        
    So, you stand there in your “burning bush” moment, and discover you are only 

able to respond as Moses responds, “Here I am.  Here I am!  Here I am, Lord!”   
This is who I am, you know me. You know my faults; you know my warts, my 

quirks, my peculiarities. You know my uncertainties, you know my weaknesses, 
you know where I hurt, you know where I am troubled, and where I struggle. And 

yet despite this and for some unexplainable reason, you ask, “you what me?”  
And, He says, “yes!”  You find that very reassuring and comforting.  God knows 
everything about me, and yet He is still willing to call me by my name—this is 
astonishing! He calls out to me—not to terrify me, but to speak to me as my 
friend. – the truest of all my friends because it says in the Bible that, “It is 
the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or 
forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.”  
  
     He calls me again by name and I discover that somehow, I have moved from 
just knowing about God to knowing Him personally.  I am a Friend of God and He 
will be with me always.  Now that’s the kind of friends I want. 

  

Just some Food for Thought 

 
 


